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the spectacular act of Self-worship. Peregrinus's great act of
burning himself publicly makes Abercrombie attribute a high
spiritual motive to him. Peregrious takes his stand on the
aesthetic instinct in man and says that love is impossible for
any object if man does not see beauty in it. Man comes to
regard evil as an ugly thing and good as a beautiful one. Sins
are ugly things and they are to be shunned. But if man learns
to see good things he can love them. To see good is in itself a
beautiful act of perception. Therefore, says Peregrinus, 'foe
beautiful and love yourselves*, for one can love the Self only
when it is beautiful. In order that the Self may be more
lovable, it must be made more beautiful. This process of
beautifying the Self, therefore, means, a regular attempt to
avoid all sins scrupulously. This doctrine naturally leads
Peregrinus to Self-worship. Peregrinus thinks that the elimi-
nation of sin is facilitated through Self-worship. He wants to
give up his life and thus show the consummation of the principle
of Self-worship. He desires to die by burning himself publicly
so that people might be converted to the new doctrine of Self-
worship. Of course, he does not desire that others should
imitate him in this act of self-immolation which holds good
only in his particular case. His teaching may be briefly sum-
marised almost in his own language thus ; "The world and all
the beings in it are like a multitude of waves upon a sea. IE
the sea the whirl into which the watery substance of flows and
currents is seized exists separately. So is the 'kind of man' in
the world. It is like a scattered pool of quicksilver whose
drops have a tendency to be one again, but if one drop gets
into contact with some dirt, the skin it now forms on itself
keeps it away from the rest. So also man's nature, moving in the
world, has acquired a dirt of strange desires. It therefore keeps
itself unmixed with the one undifferentiated substance, namely
the Self. The one Truth in all the world is the Self. One should
therefore see that one's body and mind are rendered fit for the
dwelling of the Self. It does not mean that one should try at
once to mend the world. One should rather try to mend
oneself first. The *kind of a man* wilt be a holy kind, by the
act of Self-worship. One need not die to achieve it. One must
learn to be the priest of one's own Self, "lighting clean fires of